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VIII. 


Computsory Norirication. 


There is a Notification Act under which Local 
Authorities may require the notification of contagious 
diseases by medical practitioners. The Act was 
passed so as to better enable the Authorities to obtain 
early information of all outbreaks of disease, and it 
is doubtless an aid to the suppression of epidemics. 

The Council of the R.C.V.5., at their last meeting, 
had before them a letter from the Board of Agri- 
culture, stating that applications had been made to 
them suggesting a similar Act in reference to veteri- 
nary practitioners. The letter went on to say that, 
before taking any steps in the matter, the Board 
would be glad to know whether the Council approved 
such a measure, and whether it was thought that it 
‘would meet with support from the general body of the 
profession. This is decidedly an act of courtesy on 
the part of the Board, and deserves the consideration 
.of the members of the profession. The Council did 
not think the question was one which should be 
answered hastily, and remitted it to a committee for 
consideration. Probably the committee would be 
greatly guided in their reply if the practitioners 
would express their opinion on the subject, and 
meantime we venture to offer a word or two by way 
of inviting discussion. 

Under existing arrangements the medical prac- 
titioner, where the Act is in force, obtains a fee for 
each notification, but opinions on the value of the 
Act differ. There are some disadvantages, and one 
of them is very evident. If a practitioner decides to 
notify the existence of a disease in a family he, of 
course, tells his clients of his intention, and some- 
times is met with a request to refrain from doing so, 
.as for reasons the family desire that no notification 
should be made. We shall meet the same difficulty 
if a compulsory notification act be applied to veteri- 
narians, and it is for us to say whether we voluntarily 
submit to the compulsion. Under existing laws only 
the owner of a diseased animal or the occupier of 
premises upon which a diseased animal exists are 
responsible for notifying to the police. Some veteri 
nary practitioners advise their clients to report at 
onee. Some do not, and clients themselves take 
different views of their duty. The only objection a 
practitioner can have to notification is that it may 
displease a client. When a compulsory act exists all 
practitioners are called upon to report, and clients 
cannot expect that one man will be any more inclined 
to risk his reputation or to evade his duty than 
another. It seems, then, that when all are required 
to notify no hardship can accrue to those who obey 
the law, and thus compel their client to do the same. 

As no contagions diseases regulations can come 
into force unti! the existence of disease is known, it 
is evident that compulsory notification by practitioners 
would greatly assist the suppression of disease. 
When the law is harshly enforced, or distinctly unfair 


to the owner of animals, some friction between client 
and medical attendant is to be expected, but the way 
to meet this is not to decline to report, but to assist 
the owner in obtaining some alteration of the 
regulations. Where compensation is paid for the 
destruction of animals no hardship results from 
notification, but where slaughter and isolation is 
enforced without compensation we may expect that 
owners of animals will not be favourable to the 
veterinary surgeon who, against their desire, notifies 
the existence of disease and thus brings into force the 
penalties of the law. The London County Council 
have adopted the most grudging and illiberal regu- 
lations in connection with glanders that the law 
permits, and in London, therefore, compulsory 
notification will be least acceptable. 

The veterinary profession has always shown its 
willingness to co-operate with the Authorities for the 
suppression of disease. They have always recognised 
that the discovery of disease is the first and most 
important step towards its suppression. We must, 
therefore, admit that compulsory notification is, in 
itself, a right step, and one which we can all approve. 
Altruistic as we may be, we cannot, however, afford 
to give everything without a return. We must look 
to ourselves as well as to others, and if we voluntarily 
accelerate the passing of a Veterinary Notification 
Act we must also remember our clients, and see that 
we do our best for their interests by forcing upon the 
Authorities the necessity of just and liberal measures 
when disease is found to exist and isolation or 
slaughter are brought into action. 

It has been suggested that every veterinary prac- 
titioner should be appointed a veterinary inspector 
under tne Contagious Diseases (Animals) Act, and 
that their notification would be followed by all other 
action being taken by the person who reported. 
How such an impracticable scheme could have 
entered any man’s head is a puzzle. In no 
profession are all men equally fit for the same office, 
and in none are all its members absolutely above 
suspicion of sharp practice. In a town containing 
twenty practitioners, all of whom were inspectors, 
what feuds would arise when different men hastened 
to report a case existing on the premises attended by 
some other practitioner. It would clearly be im- 
possible to say that the reports should only be sent 
by the man first called in or by the regular attendant. 
All would be inspectors, and all would be required by 
law to report any outbreak of which they had cogni- 
sance. Every man his own inspector would lead to 
constant quarrels, and be a source of professional 
weakness such as we have hitherto never even 
imagined. 

We believe the compulsory notification of disease 
to be good for owners of stock, and good for the 
nation, and we see no disadvantage to the profession. 
We therefore hope the Council will see its way to 
approve the scheme. 
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THE FOREST FLY 


With a view to arrive at the truth about this fly in 
other parts of the country we communicated with all 
the M.R.C.V.S. in Carnarvonshire. From Mr. Jones 
we received some flies which Miss Ormerod kindly 


examined for us and which are not forest fly. From_ 
_ Mr. Williams, of Pwllheli, we have, however, obtain- 


ed the real insect. 


The fly most troubling horses here is the one | 
send you per same post. I am not aware of any 
other. This fly is common enough here, but could 
not say that it exists here alone. Should I hear of 
any other shall be pleased to let you know.—Yours 
truly, 
Jones. 


Conway, June 17. 


The flies sent from Carnarvonshire as often trou- 
bling horses, are one of the kinds more especially 
known as “horse flies,” scientifically they are 
hematopota pluvialis. 

If examined under a pretty strong magnifier they 
will be found whilst alive or fresh to have green eyes 
with three or four somewhat crimson cross-bands, 


and the wings to be mottled with whitish markings. | 


They are a somewhat narrow made fly, blackish or 
dark with green markings, and a generally soft 
appearance. 

he above characteristics will be enough to distin- 
guish them from the forest fly which is black and 
tawny, and shines as polished marble, without spots 
on the wings, and much broader made. 

The length of the two flies just roughly stated, in- 
cluding wings laid flat along the back is somewhere 
about the same—about three-eighths of an inch, or 
rather more.—Yours truly 

Exeanor A. Ormerop. 
(Late Entomologist of the R.A.S.) 
Torrington House, St. Albans. 
June 19th, 1895. 


In further reply to your enquiry, re irritating fly, 
I now have the pleasure of enclosing three specimens 
of the fly that I wrote before about, but on inspect- 
ing these I find that I was a little wrong in my 
description, but the fly will answer for itself. 

[ have made further enquiry and find that they are 
only seen in the district from the beginning of June 
to the middle of September. The neighbourhood 
from which they come is a wide valley running from 
Portmadoc to Beddgelert at the foot of Snowdon. 
Ponies are kept on the mountains on both sides in 
the summer, as well as a herd of ponies that are on 
the lowland both summer and winter. The village 
of Beddgelert being eight miles (without railway) 
from Portmadoe, and also being the nearest ascent to 
Snowdon, the horse traffic is very great along the 
road which runs under the mountain, especially in 
the summer season. These flies were captured on 


one of the coach horses on the above route by Joseph | 


Davies, coach driver, Prince Llewelyn Hotel, Beddge- 


lert. 
If you want any further information which is in 


my power to give I shall be glad to furnish it.—Yours 


very truly, 
7 W. Morris 


Pwllheli, June 26th, 1895. 


I have had great pleasure in making a most minute 
and careful examination of the horse flies from 
Beddgelert, in North Wales, forwarded by Mr. 
W. Morris Williams, of Pwllheli, in the belief that 
they may be specimens of what is known as ‘“ The 


Forest fly,” and I find such to be quite certainly the 


case. 
I have examined them both by comparison with 


descriptions and also with a plentiful supply of speci- 


mens, which I have been receiving lately from the 
New Forest, and I have no hesitation in saying that 


they are the true Hippoboscaequina Linn, commonly 


known in this country as the ‘ Forest,” or ‘“‘ New 


Forest,”’ fly. 

This observation of Mr. Morris Williams is not 
only of much interest scientifically, but also may be 
very serviceable practically as showing the nature 
and means of getting rid of a horse-fly attack requir- 
ing different treatment to the common “ gad flies,’” 
and ‘ blood-suckers.” 


May I add that, consequently on the great interest. 
at present taken in this infestation, I have been pro-. 


curing the most reliable publications on the subject, 


and in that by Professor Rondani, lately received 
from Genoa, I find that there is a kind, known as the. 


hippobosca canina (Rndn) which very much resembles 
the equina above mentioned, and is easily confused 


with it, but is distinguishable from it by its lesser- 


size, the paler colouring and especially by what is 


known as the scutellum (which for present purposes. 


may be described as the little bit on the back of the 
fly just in front of the abdomen) being wholly of a 
whitish somewhat ivory colour, and not (as in the 


, case of our H. equina) more or less ferruginous or 


rufous, with a pale spot in the middle. Also the 
veins of the wings of the canina are of a palish brick- 
dust colour, not as with the equina of a blackish tint. 
This species, that is the canina, appears to have been 


chiefly observed in Italy and the Southerly parts of 


Europe, still we may possibly have it. It is not in- 
frequent on dogs, but also infests other mam- 
mals. 

The paper from which I quote is given by Pro- 
fessor Rondani in the “ Annali del Mus. bio. di. St. 


Nat. di Genova, 1878,”’ and is in Latin, and if any. 


of your readers would care to have the passages re- 
ferred for scientific use, without the. trouble and 
delay of procuring the pamphlet, I would willingly 
have them copied, or send them to yourself. 

_ Mr. Morris Williams’ observation is of such great 
interest that I desire to express my obligation for 
wae permitted to identify the specimens.— Yours 
ruly, 

Exeanor A. Ornmerop, F.G.S. 
(Late Entomologist of the R.A.S.) 

St. Albans, June 28th. 
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_ VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES __ 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


A quarterly meeting of the members of this Associa- 
tion was held on Friday, May 10th, at the White Hart 
‘Hotel, Burton-on-Trent, the President, Mr. G. Wartnaby, 
occupying the chair. There were also present Messrs. 
J. J. Burchnall, Loughborough; F. J. Gooch, Stamford ; 
H. M. Stanley, A. L. Gibson, John Blakeway, Birming- 
ham ; T. Slipper, H. Olver, Tamworth; E. G. Crowhurst, 


Leamington ; J. R. Green, Alfreton ; M. Sadler, Burton- | 


on-Trent; H. J. Dawes, hon. sec., West Bromwich ; and 
W. 3. Carless, Worcester. Visitors: Messrs. E. R. 
Edwards and Rev. W. F. Drury. 

Letters and telegrams of apology for nun-attendance 
were read from the following:—Professors Pritchard, 
Williams, Macqueen, Penberthy, Sir H. J. Simpson, Dr. 
Fleming, Messrs. Aris, Bailey, Brooks, Merrick, Malcolm, 
Capt. Russell, Bambridge, Mason, and others. 


NoMINATION OF MEMBERS. 


Mr. Goocn gave notice that at the next meeting of the 
Association he should propose asa member Mr. H. Kidd, 
of Melton Mowbray, successor to oae of their old mem- 
bers, the late Mr. H. J. Goodall. 


THE NaTIONAL VETERINARY ASSOCIATION. 


The Hon. Sec. (Mr. H. J. Dawes) read a letter from 
the Provisional Committee appointed for the reception 
in Birmingham next July of the members of the National 
Veterinary Medical Association on the occasion of their 
annual meeting, asking this Association what they were 
desirious of doing iv the matter of entertaining the visi- 
tors to the National gathering. 

Mr. Joun Buakeway, acting on behalf of the provis- 
ional Committee, explained the position of affairs, and 
suggested that a small committee be formed by this 
Association to take the matter up. He thought it was 
hardly fair to ask the members of the Provisional Com- 
mittee to make up all the expenses out of their own 
pockets. The Midland Association had a_ certain 
amount of money at their backs, and they might set 
apart a certain sum for the entertainment of the National 
visitors. 

The Hon. Sv. thought they could not vote money for 
any purpose of which mention was not made upon the 
agenda. 

Mr. OLVER moved that when the National Association 
have settled their programme, the officers of this Asso- 
ciation send a circular to each member asking if they 
were prepared to subscribe individually to a fund, or 
support a resolution that the expenses come out of the 
funds of this Association. 

Mr. W. S. CaRuEss seconded. 

Mr. BuakKEway, in answer to a question, said it had 
been proposed although nothing definite was yet arran- 

, that on the third day a picnic or something of the 

ind be arranged. 

Mr. Goocn thought the third day would be a failure, 
as few visitors would stay after the second day. 


| ley, and seconded by Mr. Blakeway, was also carried :— 
“ That the officers of this-Association form a committee, 
with power to act, for the purpose of making the necessary 
arrangements.”’ 


CANDIDATES FOR THE CoUNCIL. 


The Hon. Sec. (Mr. H. J. Dawes) read a letter from 
the Lancashire Association asking for the support of this 
Association in respect of the candidature of Mr. Samuel 
Locke, M.R.C.V.S., whom they were nominating for a seat 
upon the Council of the College. 

Mr. Crownurst thought this Association ought to 
have a candidate of their own, and he moved that Mr. 
| Beddard be nominated in their interests. 

Mr. Otver seconded. 

Mr. GREEN said he had been privately asked by several 
friends to allow himself to be nominated, but he certainly 
should not run in opposition to their friend and fellow 
member Mr. Beddard. 

Mr. Bepparp’s nomination having been unanimously 
agreed to, it was further resolved on the motion of Mr. 
Crowhuist, seconded by Mr. Green, that the Hon. Sec. 
be instructed to write to the Lancashire Association say- 
ing that this Associition were anxious to run one of 
their own members for the Council, but that any —_- 
which could be given to them outside that would he 
cheerfully rendered. 


Vores or CONDOLENCE. 


The PresipEnT said it was his painful duty to remind 
them that since their last meeting this Association had 
lost two valued members in Mr. Greaves, of Manchester, 
and Mr. Goodall, of Melton Mowbray. The late Mr. 
Greaves was one of the oldest members of the profession, 
and his face had been a familiar one for many Fer past. 
He was always ready to devote both time and money to 
the welfare of the profession. It was chiefly due to him 
that the Veterinary Benevolent and Frieudly Society 
was put upon its legs, and his death would create a loss 
which they would all feel. With regard to Mr. Goodall, 
he was a gentleman enjoying as wide a reputation as any- 
one practising at the present day. His genial smile 
made it a pleasure to meet him, and his removal would 
also be a source of sincere regret. He (the President) 
begged to move that letters of condolence and sympathy 
be sent to the families of those two gentlemen in their 
sad bereavement. 

Mr. Goocn seconded. 

Mr. OLvER, in supporting, said it had been his privi- 
lege to know Mr. Greaves for 25 years, and he was held 
in the highest esteem by all with whom he was acquaiu- 
ted. He also agreed with what the President had said 
concerning the Jate Mr. Goodall, who was an able man 
aud a kind friend, and one whom they could ill afford to 
lose. 

Mr. CrownHurst, who was an old College chum of the 
late Mr. Goodall, having added a few words, the resolu- 
tion was carried sub silentio. 


APPOINTMENT OF AUDITORS. 


The Treasurer (Mr. J. Blakeway) moved, in accor- 
dance with notice duly given at the preceding meeting, 
“ That rule 2 be so altered as to admit of the appoint- 
ment of an official auditor or auditors.’ He had pre- 
viously pointed out the necessity for the appointment of 


Mr. StantEy, who was of the same opinion as the 
previous speaker, moved that this Association be em- 
powered to invite visitors to the dinner to be given on 
the first day. 

Mr. Over suggested that the two resolutions be 
— which was agreed to and they were unanimously 
passed, 

At a later stage of the meeting, upon it being puinted 
out that there was little time to be wasted in regard to the 


such gentlemen. 

Mr. CrownHurst seconded. 

The Prestpent said that personally he thought there 
was no necessity for auditors, but in deference to Mr. 
Blakeway, he should not object to their appointment. 
The resolution was carried nem. con. 

Mr. Buakeway then moved, and Mr. Gooch seconded, 
that Messrs. Stanley and Olver be the auditors until the 
end of the preseut financial year, which was likewise 


matter, the following resolution, proposed by Mr. Stan- ‘ agreed to. 
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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS, 
By G. Wartnasy. 


Gentlemen,—-I beg first of all to thank you for having 
elected me to the honourable position I occupy to-day, 
as President of this important Association, and to assure 
you | appreciate most fully the honour conferred upon 
me, Your kindness in the past: encourages me to look 
with confidence to your support in the future, which can 
alone enable me to fulfil the duties of my position, if at 
the close of my year of office I am able to feel I have in 
any way, however small, been of service to this Associa- 
tion, whose interests I have so much at heart, it will be a 
source of great pleasure and satisfaction to me. 

Associations such as ours are excellent institutions, 
They have already worked changes which are highly 
beneficial to the members in many ways, promoting that 
social intercourse and good fellowship which undoubted- 
ly, until these associations were formed, we asa body 
greatly lacked, and I would venture to think we benefit 
not only ourselves but also the general public whose ser- 
vants we are. 

I am quite sure every man who intends to keep abreast 
with the times, and by so doing do his best for those 
who employ him, ought to join without delay, he will 
find his membership of great service to him in every way 
as | can testify from my personal experience. 

I should like here just to say a word to our younger 
members. We have in them, I am sure, excellent 
material and I should wish to hear them take a more 
prominent part in our discussions, and I take this oppor- 
tunity of asking them as a personal favour to let ‘us have 
the benefit of their views a little oftener in the futare. 


It is usual, and | think useful, on occasions like the | 


present, to take a cursory glance at the general aspect of 
the profession, Ido not intend, however, to try your 
— with a lengthly address, especially as my friend 

r. Green is to follow me with what [ am gure will be an 
interesting and instructive paper. ‘ 

T consider the whole profession has good reason to 
congratulate themselves on the composition of the Coun- 
cil. With such good men in power we must as a body 
advance ; with regard to the educational branch of the 
profession our Council has done excellent work, at no 
time have we been better represented, or have we had 
men more able and willing to work for the general 
good, though often at the sacrifice of both time and money 
to themselves. 

In extending the curriculum we are, I think, moving in 
the right direction, it will no doubt tend to raise the 
status of the profession, which is very good, very desira- 
ble, and is I am sure a subject for congratulation to us 
all, but the danger we have to guard against is this, lest 
this advance in theoretical education is at the expense of 
that practical knowledge without which no man, certainly 
no country practitioner cau hope to succeed. 

__ It would be a great advantage to students if the teach- 
ing staff could see their way to set them free earlier in 
the year. April and May are by far the most important 
months so far as parturition aud castration are con. 
cerned and ayoung man who leaves College without having 
the opportunity afforded him of gaining a practical know- 
ledge of a most important branch of his profession (no 
matter what his theoretical attainments may be) starts 
in life most unfairly handicapped, for it is just these 
cases, and I especially allude to difficult parturition — 
where if the young practititioner fails, as fail he most 
certainly will if he is without practical experience—a 
quack steps in and with a skill born of long practice is 
able to bring the case to a successful issue. One such 
case as this 1 have quoted is enough to blight the pros- 
pects of the most promising young practitioner, the news 


spreads from market far and wide and will take years to 
live down—on the other hand, I have often heard men 
say that their success dated from a difficult case of this 
kind which they were able to bring to a successful ter- 
mination, 

In passing | would like to touch on three comparatively 
recent discoveries which ought, and no doubt will, have 
a most important influence on the profession. I refer to 
anti-toxin, mallein, and tuberculin. 

Anti-toxin is likely to prove of incalculable benefit not 
only in reducing the mortality from diphtheria, that 
scourge of our infantile population, but tetanus appears 
to be also amevable to its action. (Though what the 
analogy between diphtheria and tetanus may be, I am 
unable to say). I know of two cases of tetanus which 
have recovered apparently under this treatment, and for 
my own part I think we may look with confidence for 
still greater discoveries in this direction and may reason- 
ably hope that the mortality from diseases common to 
the human subject as well as to the animal, and which 
have hitherto defied the most skilful treatment, may in 
the near future be reduced to a minimum. 

Mallein as a diagnostic agent ought to be turned to a. 
better account, for in glanders we have a most fatal 
disease, attacking the horse and communicable to man, 
which might be stamped out, I believe, at less cost to the- 
country than any other contagious disease taken in hand 
by onr government up to the present time, if full advan- 
tage of the mallein test were taken. 

Tuberculin, like mallein, is at present but little used,. 
avd yet it is no doubt the most valuable means of diag- 
nosing tuberculosis we at present possess, what an 
inestimable benefit would be conferred on the com- 
munity at large if the Government would attack by its. 
aid the milk alone, making the sale of that taken from 
tuberculous cows a penal offence ; aud by so doing, we & 
should remove the chief source of danger, as milk is the: 
principal food of young children. With the aid of 
tuberculin, under proper veterinary supervision, [ think 
that in three years time the number of tuberculous. 
beasts would be enormously reduced. Owners would find 
that they were serving their own interests in ridding 
their herds of diseased animals; nor do [ think in so 
doing there would be much actual loss, as the milk after 
boiling could be utilised in many other ways. Besides,. 
if the Government eventually decide to stamp out tuber- 
culosis by slaughter, the weeding out process which 
appears certain to follow the testing of milk would 
reduce to a comparatively simple matter what now 
appears a gigantic undertaking. 

The grants made by our various societies in aid of the: 
Institute of Preventive Medicine should I think meet 
with our cordial approval. [ think it desirable that 
any invitation to join hands with the sister profession 
should be welcomed by us; there are many , ways in 
which we could assist each other, notably in the inspec- 
tion of meat. 

I feel I must now mention a matter which is, I am 
sorry to say, not creditable to us as a body, | mean the 
professional evidence too often given in courts of law. 
We must many of us blush, inwardly if not outwardly, on 


reading these reports, and gentlemen this ought not to- 


be; it is I am sure a state of things we of this Association 

earnestly deplore ; we should lose no opportunity of pro- 

testing against a scandal that must inevitably lower us 

in the public esteem. Lt is, I fear, greatly due to a want of 
really honourable feeling amongst us, a want which I 

trust and think a higher standard of education will do. 
much to supply. 

Turning vow to a more agreeable subject—even within 
my own recollection the locus standi of our profession 
has made vast strides. We have had the assistance of 
men whose exceptional ability and good fortune have 
placed them in a position above their fellows, and I wish 
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here especially to mention the name of Dr. Geo, Fleming. 
No man has done more than he to raise us in the social 
scale and when we most needed it; no other man single 
handed at that time was able to do so much. There are 
others too whom I could name who have also done good 
service, and I am sure the whole profession, one and all, 
owes them a debt of gratitude which we shall do well to 
remember. We ought I think to feel the obligation to 
these men the more binding on us because there are 
others who in their different positions might, had their 


- sense of duty equalled their opportunities, have done 


even more. 

Our position to-day with regard to the Board of Agri- 
culture is in an eminently unsatisfactory condition. A 
layman at the head of a department which can only be 
filled adequately by a veterinary surgeon (call that 
department by what name they will) is not only an 
insult to the whole veterinary profession but a mistake 
which will seriously affect the stock-owners of the 
country. 

Against this gross injustice we have, through our 
‘Council, formally protested, but that is not enough, it is 
the duty of every one of us to do what we can individually 
to alter the present state of things. 

For the Government to take shelter in the statement 
that the services of Professor Brown have been retained 
at the Board of Agriculture as consulting veterinary. sur- 
geon, at a salary of £300 a year, is either making a stalk- 
ing horse of Professor Brown, or else he, in accepting 
this post at such a reduced salary, is consulting neither 
his own dignity or the interests of his professional 
‘brethren. 

Now, gentlemen, has not the time arrived when we 
should by combination do something to help ourselves / 
Let us live up to our excellent motto. Let us wnite, and as 
a body prove that the veterinary profession is a factor 
that will in future have to be reckoned with before ques- 
tions of vital importance to us can be settled. 

I am extremely anxious, if you agree with me, that 
during my year of office a movement should be set on 
foot by this association, the object of which shall be to 
send representatives from every one of our societies to 
form one great union, having power to deal with all 
important questions, every member being pledged to 
support his representative, and even to withhold our 
services where such a course is deemed necessary. 

This, gentlemen, is of course only a bare outline of 
what I wish to see done in this direction, but I hope we 
go more fully into the matter at a future meeting. 


‘THE ACTION AND VALUE OF THE ANODYNES AND PuR- 
GATIVES USED IN DISEASES OF THE STOMACH AND IN- 
TESTINES OF THE HORSE. 


By J. R. Green, F.R.C.V.S., Alfreton. 


Mr. President and Gentlemen,—When asked by my 
friend, our worthy President, to read a paper at this 
meeting I had some little hesitation before accepting his 
invitation. In the first place I knew that amongst the 
older members of this association there were many who 
were better qualified, both by age and practical exper- 
ience, to bring matters of interest before this meeting 
than I was, and secondly, I was painfully aware of my 
wn shortcomings in that direction. Among the older 
members I may be thought to havea great amount of 
in giving my vpiniou upon a subject which 

probably engaged their attention for a number of 


years, and upon which even now they do not feel justified 


in making any bold assertions, but that is just the 
reason for my having chosen a subject so much open 
to discussion and debate. I[ am, to put it plainly, a 


expressed by those whose experience is so much greater 
my own. 

Of the various diseases to which the horse is subject 
there are none more common than those of the stomach 
and intestines, and in no instance is the use of medicines 
so much abused as in the treatment of these affections, 
“rule of thumb,” or orthodox treatment, frequently being 
adopted without proper consideration of the cause and 
nature of the attack on the one hand, and of the thera- 
peutic action of the agents on the other. The various 
purgatives and anodyne agents are often administered 
without discrimination, and unfavourable results of 
necessity follow. There are cases in which some hesita- 
tion would be shown before giving an aloetic purgative, 
if the action of such was properly understood, and some 
other means of emptying the bowels would be resorted 
to, and opium, the great sheet anchor of some, would be 
used with more caution than it is. 

I intend in this paper to confine myself principally to 
therapeutic action of the difterent medicinal agents, but 
whilst referring to their use in their treatment of the 
various affections hereafter named, it will also be 
necessary to casually refer to the causes and symptoms 
of those diseases. The derangement of these organs are 
many, and vary much in nature and character, but I 
propose chiefly to refer to those in which the principal 
features are perverted action, obstruction, ot paiv in 
the adult animal. In the horse the stomach is perhaps 
less liable to disease or functional derangements than 
in the case of ruminants, owing in the first place to the 
simplicity of the organs, and secondly to the fact that 
only a portion of the work of digestion is thrown upon 
it, the other part of the process along with assimilation 
and absorption taking place in the intestines, but never- 
theless we do get a large number of stomach cases. 

The diseases of the stomach most frequently met with 
are simple indigestion, and impaction with distention, 
and gastritis. The principal bowel affections are: con- 
stipation, colic, impaction and obstruction, (such as 
volvulus, intussusception, hernia, calculi, and parasites), 
and enteritis. 

The inferences to be drawn and the opinions given in 
this article are based chiefly upon observations and facts in 
connection with cases that have at different times come 
under my notice, but extracts from the record of others, 
or from text books, will be duly acknowledged. 


seeker after further knowledge, and I do hope that in the 
-discussion to follow I may greatly benefit by the opinions 


The number of medicinal agents that come under the 
respective heads of anodynes and purgatives is large, 
but it is impossible to properly estimate the valne of any 
one of them merely by its exhibition in one or two cases, 
and the opinions that I am about to venture, upon the 
efficacy of the different drugs employed, are given after 
repeated trials and carefully noted results. 

The word therapeutic signifies the use of medicines in 
the treatment of diseases, and I take it that therapeutic 
action and value have different meanings. The first 
indicates the action of medicines upon the various organs 
of the body in disease, whilst the second is only to be 
estimated by the results of its use in a number of similar 
cases. 

‘There are two classes of agents requisite in the treat- 
ment of abdominal affections, viz. :—Those which allevi- 
ate pain, and others which promote a proper action of 
the bowels. Those agents which subdue pain, either in 
a direct or indirect manner, are classed under various 
heads, viz.: anodynes or analgesics, narcotics, sedatives, 
anti spasmodics, and hypnotics; and those which pro- 
mote secretion and excretion are: laxatives, cholagogues, 
cathartics (purgatives) stimulants of muscular fibre. In 
the first list may be placed opium, morphia, atropine, 
cannabis indica, ether, turpentine, ch'oral hydrate 
aconite, and chlorodyne; whilst the purgatives are: 
ol. lini, ol. ricini, aloes, aloin, croton oil, calomel, physos- 
tigmine, pilocarpine, and magnesium aud sodium sulph- 
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ates. It will thus be seen that we have at our disposal a 
great number of agents, but as they greatly differ in 
action a certain amount of discrimination is necessary 1n 
their use. For what may be used with beneficial reeults 
in one case may be detrimental in another. ae 

Anodynes and analgesics relieve pain by diminishing 
excitability of nerves or nerves centres. 


Opium. 


The foremost in use is undoubtedly opium, or its 
alkaloid morphia, and there is no doubt in some cases its 
effects are beueficial, but that there are conditions in which 
it acts antagonistically cannot be denied. Medicinal doses 
are: anodyne, anti-spasmodic, they diminish congestion, 
relieve inflammation, lessen intestinal secretion and 
peristalsis, and sometimes cause sleep. In the horse the 
administration of opium is, in the first place followed by 
a period of excitement, and well bred horses are not so 
easily brought under its influence. It is on account of 
the tendency to diminish secretions and peristalsis that 
opium acts as an antagonist to the action of whatever 

urgative has been administered, its use too frequently 
induces great nausea. I cannot say much in its favour 
in colic or impaction, but I have found its effects best 
manifested in enteritis and peritonitis, and in those cases 
which are characterised by severe and continuous pain 
with symptoms of inflammation, and where there is purg- 


ing. 

The alkaloid morphia is a most useful and valuable 
agent either tu substitute for opium or to give when the 
drug itself is not admissible. It is quicker in action, 
handier to use, and, if a full dose be given, neither the 
preliminary excitement or nauseating effects are so 
marked as with opium itself. The preparations for 


use are:—the hydrochlorate and acetate, 
an 


doses varying from 2 to 4 grains are prescribed. In 
inful abdominal affections I am in favour of giving 
arge doses at the onset if it is to be given at all. The 
addition of atropine in one or two grain doses of the 
Sulphate increases the anodyne effect of the morphia and 
tends to excite peristalsis. 


CHLORAL Hyprare. 


Although not an anodyne in the strict sense, is one of 
the most valuable agents that we can use to combat the 
pain exhibited in stomach and bowel affections. It does 
not act as a sedative to the periphery of sensory nerves 
but in an indirect manner through uerve centres. 
Medicinal doses are anodyne, hypnotic, and anesthetic 
in full doses (4 to 1 ounce.) Its hypnotic effect is the 
most marked, and it is not followed by nausea. As com- 
pared with opium it acts more quickly, it does not inter. 
fere with peristaltic movement or intestinal secretions 
and it frequently induces sleep, which is most beneficial 
in protracted abdominal pain. In cases where there is 
much flatulence, T usually give it in combination with 
ammon. carb. in ball. The dose generally prescribed is 
from 1 to 4 drams, but | find the small doses of little or 
no use, I never give it in these cases in doses of less than 
half an ounce. Some writers deny its good effect unless 
it is combined with opium. [ have found it, however, to 
be quite as efficacious without, ; 


Cannabis (INDIAN HEMP.) 


Although in comparison with the otber 

Indian hemp may be termed a modern drug ; Ry ee. 
in use on the continent and in this country suflicientl 

long to have established itself as one of the tore. 
most in the list. It has several ingredients, the chief of 
which are cannabin and cannabinon. It ig probably the 
first of these that is the most useful active principle. It 
is described as a deliriant, narcotio, anodyne, and anti- 
spasmodic by Finlay Dun ; as an intoxicant, deliriant 
and narcotic, by Dr. Mitchell Bruce, and Sir Robert 


Chrisiston writing upon its use says for “energy, certainty, 
and convenience, Indian hemp is the next best anodyne 
to opium, and often equals it.” It possesses advantages 
over opium and its preparations inasmuch that it acts 
quicker, its effects are more lasting, and that it does not 


' produce nausea, neither does it check intestinal secre- 


tions and peristaltic action. I believe that the various 
phenomena observed after its use depend entirely upon 
the dose given, and that if large doses be given none but 
hypnotic effects will be produced. The alcoholic extract 
in ball is the form in which it is generally used in veteri- 
nary practice, as being the most convenient, although a 
good solution can be made of the extract with gum 
tragacanth and glycerine, for giving in draught. The 
doses usually prescribed, 1 to 2 drams, are of no use 
whatever, and if those writers who have not been favour- 
ably impressed with its use have given it in this quantity 
I am not surprised at their conclusions. These doses. 
will produce little delirious excitement, but desirable 
effects are only to be obtained by the administtation of 
from half to one ounce. Within from ten to thirty 
minutes after receiving the full dose of the extract the 
patient will be in most cases fully under its influence, 
and will be thoroughly quiet and free from pain. It is 
sometimes given in doses of one ounce or more, and a 
deep narcosis is induced which lasts for some time ; I fail 
however, to see the advisability of producing this extreme 
narcotic state, aud then having to use stimulants to- 
revive the patient. [have in a few instances, in large 
powerful dray horses, given these large doses ; but, as a 
rule in my patients, which are horses of a medium build, 
and many of them pit horses, I find from 4 tc 6 drams to 
be quite sufficient. When there is a recurrence of the 
pain after the effect of the first dose has passed off, I have 
upon several occasions repeated it, but I do not usually 
find it necessary, for if there is any chance of a favourable 
termination relief will follow the first dose. In those 
cases where a second or third dose has been given there 
has been a fatal termination, and post-mortem examina- 
tion has disclosed either twist, hernia, or calculus. 1 do. 
not think it is preferable to opium or morphia in every 
form of intestinal disease, but for combating the pain in 
gastric impaction, culic, and impaction of the large 
bowels, I believe that it has no equal. Its effects in 
enteritis and peritonitis are not so marked, neither is its. 
use indicated here; opium or morphia are preferable, 
because they check peristaltic movement and allay 
urritation, which is most essential in an inflamed part. 
As cannabis indica given in ball takes some little time to- 
dissolve in the stomach and exert its influence I have 
given, if pain be very severe and animal very violent, 2 
or 3 grains of morphia immediately before the ball; but 
only in one or two cases, and [| never follow up the: 
morphia injection. , 

From continued use of morphia a condition of excite- 
ment is liable to be induced which is frequently mistaken: 
for increased or coutinuous pain, the patient walks in- 
cessantly round the box shaking its head, etc., and if the 
true nature of the condition be not clearly defined more 
morphia is given in the hope of eventually subduing the 
pain ; but as a matter of fact produces disastrous results. 
I was first induced to use cannabis indica some four years 
ago from reading some interesting records of its use by 
Professor F. Smith, A.V.D., and until that time I had. 
relied chiefly upon opium and chloral hydrate as ano- 
dynes. I have records of many cases in which part have: 
been treated with those agents and part with Indian 
Hemp, but I have no hesitation in giving a verdict in 
favour of the latter. To be brief, 1 claim for it the 
following advantages over opium and its alkaloid :—It. 
acts quicker, its effects are more lasting, it does not com- 
bat the action of purgatives, and so allows the contents 
of the bowels to be evacuated more quickly, which being 
done there is usually a cessation of pain. I have also 
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noticed that after repeated large doses of opium or mor- 
phia there has been some kidney derangement and 
scarcity of urine, but I have not noticed such effects 
after cannabis indica. 


CHLORODYNE. 


This is another very useful agent in gastro-intestinal 
irritation. It is prepared from various formule, but in 
most of them chloroform, morphia, and prussic acid are 
the chief ingredients. It is most efficacious in cases of 
colic with severe spasm of the intestine, and given in 
doses of from one to two ounces it quickly relieves pain. 
It acts as an anti-spasmodic and apodyne, without the 
marked sedative effect of opium or cannabis indica. If 
flatulence be present good results follow its administra 
tion along with two or three drachms of ammonia or 
soda carbonate. It does not nauseate, and there is no 
depression after its use. If diarrhoea is present it acts 
as 2 mild astringent, but does not check secretion so 
violently as opium does. It is also. a good carminative. 
In cases of spasmodic colic, where for various reasons, a 
strong purgative is not desirable, chlorodyne 1 oz. given 
-with ol. lini 12 oz. has a very good effect. 


ACONITE. 


Although aconite is probably not extensively used in 
the treatment of these diseases and is not strickly speak- 
ing an anodyne, it is a valuable agent in some affections. 
It acts upon the periphery of sensory nerves and also 
lessens the frequency and force of the heart’s action. It 
is rapidly absorbed aud its effects, especially upon the 
heart’s actiou, are almost immediate. I have found the 
most benefit from its use in enteritis and peritonitis, in 


combination with opium, the pulse of 80 or 90 beats per 


minute being lowered 20 or 30 beats within an hour of 
the administation of M.v. of Fleming’s Tincture. The 
fever in these cases is greatly controlled by its use, the 
temperature gradually falling. Its use requires the 


-greatest care and it should always be freely diluted, and 


should never be given in combination with ammonia, as 


it is liable so combined to have a peculiar but dangerous 


action upon the muscles of the throat. Where there is a 
feeble pulse and great prostration I would not prescribe 
it, as its influence upon the heart’s action may bring 
about bad results. As to its anodyne properties in other 
forms of intestinal diseases, its effects caunut be compared 
with those of the before mentioned agents. 


Eruer. 
Sulphuric ether possesses auodyne, and anesthetic and 


-stimulant properties, but it is for its anodyue and stimu- 


lant effects that it 1s most useful in abdominal pain. It 
stimulates mucous membranes and increases their secre- 
tion, it also stimulates the circulation in the intestinal 
walls and excites peristalsis, arrests fermentation, and 


expels flatulence, and is a valuable auti-spasmodic where 


there is not flatulence, it can with benefit be given as 
alcoholic stimulaut. It is extremely volatile and quickly 


evaporates, and should always be given in cold fluids. In 


pit horses that are as a rule irregularly fed and over- 


‘worked, colic and its complications is common, and if 


= be acute the animal is soon in a state of collapse 
ue to exhaustion and low vitality. The administration 


-of full doses of ether in connection with opium or chloro- 
-dyne in these cases is the only chance we have of a 
favourable termination. 


TURPENTINE. 
Vil of turpentine is a stimulant, anti-spasmodic, and a 


-carminative. When swallowed it is rapidly absorbed by 


mucous surfaces, it acts as a stimulant to the walls of the 
stomach and intestines arrests fermentation and expels 
flatulence. It isa valuable carminative and also aids 
the action of purgatives. Its remote effects are danger- 


ous, as it excites diuresis and irritation of the kidneys. 
In flatulence due to feeding on green clover, I have 
frequently given it with good effect in the following form, 
ol. tereb. 2 ounces, acid carbol 1 dram, ol. livi. 12 ounces. 
It is, however, unsafe to repeat its administration too 
ofteu, and as we have other agents a great deal safer and 
equally effective to use, it should not be regularly given 
in the treatment of abdominal diseases. In spasmodic 
colic it is not an infrequent occurrence to see the animal 
making ineffectual attempts to urinate. This is due to 
the spasm of the neck of the bladder which will generally 
be relieved by an anodyne or a warm water enema. This 
condition, however, is often mistaken for some fancied 
kidney derangement, and oil of turpentine in repeated 
doses given with a view of causing urination, whereas 
nephritis and death are often caused. 


PURGATIVES 


We now come to the other class of agents which it is 
necessary to use in most cases of gastric and intestinal 
disturbances, viz., purgatives. I say in most cases, be- 
cause there are a few instances in which their adminis- 
tration is not absolutely essential, but as a rule we can- 
not consider our patient safe until the bowels have been 
acted upon, and free evacuation obtained. Purgatives or 
cathartics possess the power of cleansing the bowels and 
evacuating their contents, and act in various ways. They 
are divided as follows: Laxatives or aperients, simple 
purgatives, drastic purgatives, cholagogues, saline purga- 
tives and stimulants of muscular fibre. They may be 
classed under the foregoing heads in the following 
manner :—Laxatives, ol. ricini, ol. lini; simple purga- 
tives, aloes, aloin ; drastic purgatives, ol. crotonis ; chola- 
gogues, calomel; salines, magnesium and sodium sul- 
phates ; muscular stimulants, physostigmine, pilocarpine, 
nux-vomica. 


LAXATIVES. 


Neither ol. ricini. or ol. lini. owing to their mild action 
and uncertainty, can with confidence be relied upon in 
the treatment of impaction of stomach or bowels, but 
there are instances in which the use of them is more safe 
than the use of stronger purgatives—for instance, in in- 
digestion or irregularity of the bowels often accompanied 
by slight pain which occurs during dentition. Oleaginous 
purgatives are useful in removing undigested matter 
from the alimentary canal without griping or nausea, also 
in pregnancy, peritonitis, and in those cases where hernia 
or calculus is suspected to exist, they should be given in 
preference to aloes. In chronic constipation, where it is 
necessary to repeat the purgative several times, they can 
be given with safety and advantage. However, when a 
favourable issue is dependent upon the early action of 
the bowels, and where none of the foregoing conditions 
are suspected to exist, aloes, or other stronger purgatives 
should have the preference. In short, oils are very use- 
ful where, from various causes, any agent more vivlent 
in action is inadmissible. Of the two ol. lini. is most 
commonly used iu the horse, and is given in doses of 
from 10 to 20 ounces, either alone or in conjunction with 
tr. opii., chlorodyne, ol. tereb., or acid carbol. It is bland 
and unirritating, and its action upon the bowels is chiefly 
mechanical. 


ALoES AND ALOIN. 


Aloes (of which there are several varieties) is the par- 
gative most frequently used in the horse. The varieties 
are the Barbadoes, Cape, Socotrin—the first being the 
most reliable and best, 1t contains more of the active prin - 
ciple, (Aloin) is more certain in its effects, is not liable ‘to 
gripe, and does not possess the amount of impurities and 
insoluble resinous matter that the other kinds do. It 
has long been used in the treatment of the diseases of 
the stomach and intestiues, but there is a great difference 


of opinion as to when and under what circumstances it 
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‘should be given or withheld. Upon enteriog the stomach 


aloes is dissolved by the gastric fluid, and is emulsified 
by the pated ache 4 juice in the duodenum. It acts 
chiefly upon the large intestines and is rather slow in 
action, it also enters the blood and causes increased cir - 
culation in the pelvic viscera (notably the uterus and 
bladder). Whilst in the intestines it increases peristaltic 
action and secretion, it also increases biliary secretions, 
and may cause diuresis. The evacuations after its use 
are copious, but are not so watery as those caused by 
gamboge or croton. If given in too large doses it will 
cause tenesmus, bleeding and superpurgation. When 
given alone aloes is liable to cause griping and nausea, 
but these unpleasant effects are lessened by the addition 
of such agents as ginger, belladouna, or cayenne. — 

Owing to its many therapeutic properties it is without 
doubt one of the most valuable agents in the pharma- 
copeia, but its use in the stomach and intestinal cases 
requires the greatest care. Many cases are probably lost 
through its omission, whilst in others a fatal termination 
is induced, or hastened by its use. Its action upon the 
uterus renders it very unsafe to use in pregnant mares, 
aud owing to its excretion by the mammary gland, grip- 
ing and nausea are likely to be produced in the foal when 
given to suckling mares. In all cases where a feeble 
pulse, exhaustion, or signs of fever and inflammatory 
action are present, aloes should not be given. I fre- 
quently meet with this kind of case in hard worked and 
improperly fed pit horses, and since discontinuing the ase 
of aloes aud resorting to other means of emptying the 
bowels | have had better results. : 

There is a great difference of opinion amongst practition- 
ers as to the best way of administering aloes, some advocate 
its uee in balls others always give the solution. The proper 
way to prepare the bolus is also a subject of controversy, 
these minor details may be considered out of place here, 
but I am satisfied that the action of an aloetic purgative 
depends in a great measure upon the way it is prepared 
aud administered. I am in favour of the bolus, it is 
certainly cleaner, more pleasant for the horse to take, 
not so nauseating, and is handier than the drench. The 
solution is not so certain in its effects as if a temperature 
over 150F. is reached in dissolving the aloes the active 
principle is destroyed. The mass for bolus should be 

repared in small quantities and often. I find that the 
best way is gently to warm the aloes in a water bath 
along with a third of the quantity of glycerine, a dram 
of ginger to each ounce of aloes, and to run this mixture 
when cooling into gelatine capsules and hermetically seal 
them. In this way it will keep soft, and upon reaching 
the stomach soon undergoes solution and is a great 
contrast to the ball which is made of aloes boiled up 
with soap or ginger and rolled in a paper when cold, 
aud kept in a dry place until it becomes as hard as a 
brick. I have seen many of this type and have heard 
surprise and disappointment expressed at their slow 
effect. The doses must be varied according to the size 
and condition of the animal and to the nature of the 
impaction, but for all ordinary purpos:s from four to 
to six drams are sufficient for country horses, and I 
am told that town dray horses require 8 to 10 drams. 
to purge them. As to the time required for a full dose 
of aloes to act nothing very definite can be stated, for 
its action is influenced by a great number of circum 
stances, among which are breed, temperament, and nature 
of food, quality of aloes, and the condition of the walls 
stomach and intestines. If there is much distention 
and paralysis of muscular fibre the action is very much 
protracted. I have generally found that in the average 
case from 9 to 12 hours will elapse before there is any 
action; moderate exercise where practicable and ad- 
missable will hasten it. 

ALOIN, 
The active principle of aloes was discovered in 1850 


by Smith, of Edinburgh, but notwithstanding the long 
time that has elapsed since then its use in veterinary 
medicine cannot be said to have become common. The 
medical profession, however, have more uuiversally 
adopted its use. . Mr. Finlay Dun, and Mr. Dollar, of 
London, have both used it extensively and speak in its 
favour. Personally, I have not used it, and I cannot say 
much about it 
Croron OIL. 


This is the expressed vil of the Croton Tigilum, and ig 
a drastic purgative, causing copious and watery evacua- 
tions. It is believed that the active principle of the oil 
is developed in the intestines by its saponifivation owing, 
however, to its violent effects and its liability to cause 
irritation and inflammation of mucous membrane of 
the alimentary tract, its use in the horse is most unsafe, 
and I do not suppose that it is much used by the 
qualified veterinary practitioner, but that it is often 
an ingredient of the purging draught of the empiric 
(which is given to both horses and cattle alike), I think 
there can be no doubt. I have, upon several occasions, 
found on post-mortem examinations inflammatory patches 
in the stomach and intestines, after drenches of this 
description have been given, aud where no other cause 
was traceable. I have upon a few joccasions used it, 
but have now, for some time, discarded it altogether. 


CaLoMEL. 


Sub-chloride of mercury or calomel acts an an indirect 
cholagogue, it greatly increases the elimination of bile, 
but not the secretions. It is very useful in constipation 
or impaction, and in non-elimination and re-absorption 
of bile—a form often seen in pregnant mares. I have 
not found any particular advantage from its use in 
ordinary cases, but I believe that good results follow 
its combination with aloes in other morbid conditions 
such as lymphangitis, etc. 4 


Maenesium SutpHate (Epsom Salts). 


Although this is generally used as a purgative for 
cattle and other ruminants, it possesses no mean value 
when used as a purgative in the horse. It causes an 
increased outpouring of the secretions from the in- 
testinal walls, and prevents re-absorption of bile from 
the duodenum, but does not increase biliary secretion. 
In gastric or intestiual impaction with urgent symptoms 
and acute pain, and where the main object is their 
early evacuation, the sulphate of magnesium is not to be 
relied upon, except in pregnancy or in other conditions 
unfavourable to the use of aloes or physostigmine; but 
where the symptoms are constipation, drowsiness, yellow- 
ness of the visivle mucous membranes, slight colicky 
pain, and where no urgent and distressing symptoms are 
exhibited it is a most useful agent. I have found that 
in five or six hours after the administration of from four 
to six ounces, in drench or a warm thin mash, that there 
have been copious evacuations, and that the yellowness 
of the membranes has begun to disappear. 


Sopium SuLpHare. 
This agent is similar in its action to magnesium sulph- 
ate but that it increases biliary end 
It is given in about the same dose as magnesium sulphate. 


PHYSOSTIGMINE OR EsERINE 


Is an alkaloid derived from the Calabar bean, and is 
what may be termed a modern drug. | believe that it 
was first brought prominently before the notice of the 
veterinary profession in this country by Professor F. 
Smith in some reports made upon its use published in 
The Veterinary Record in 1886, and since’ that time M. 
Pichel, on the Continent, and others have made records 
of its use. During a period of 12 years (1885 to 1892 
Hirsmen used eseriue in his treatment of 312 cases o 
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colic, and out of that number only 8 proved fatal, whilst 
out of 119 cases treated without its use 41 terminated 
fatally. Whether he uses the word colic in the strict 
sense and only applies it to those cases of spasm of the 
bowels, with or without flatulence, or whether upou the 
other hand he has so designated every abdominal case 
that he treated, is not clear, but I should venture to 
think that he intended it to signify cases of the first 
description, for had he used eserine indiscriminately 
in all cases, I do not think that he would have had such 
a large percentage of good results. 

Eserive acts directly upon the fibres of both voluntary 
and involuntary muscles, it increases peristaltic action 
and furcibly expels the contents of the bowels, it does 
not materially increase secretion unless combined with 
pilocarpine. It is without doubt quicker in action than 
any other purgative, and where admissible its results 
are excellent. I have formed this opinion after having 
tried it in all kinds of cases. It is used in veterinary 

ractice in the form of hypodermic, intra tracheal, and 
intra venous injections in horses, varying from 1 to3 
ins of the sulphate and hydrobromate, and is prepared 

in both solutions and tablets. It has uot, however, 
found universal favour and many practitioners deny its 
use in cases where had its true action been understood, 
it would have been withheld. In cases of colic with pro- 
longed spasms of the bowels, its almost imniediate effect 


colic and impaction of the colon, and it is in the la 
affection that its good eftects are most marked, none 

When | relied on alves avd other purgatives in the 
treatment of thuse cases, it was no uncommon thing to. 
meet with instances in which there was no action of the 
bowels for two to three days after six drms. of aloes had 
been given, but since I have substituted physostigmine 
and pilocarpine I have had none of these protracted 
cases. I have records of two cases of impaction of the 
colon—one in March, 1889, und the other iv October 
1890, where the bowels resisted the action of full doses 
of aloes and oil, the first for four days and the second for 
three days, but these cases were in cart horses, aud were 
due to feeding upon coarsely chopped straw with wheat 
and bean meal. [In the first case laminitis supervened on 
the second day, both cases ultimately recovered but were 
of long duration, the bowels being in an irritable state 
for some days. 

As showing the differeuce in the results between thi 
treatment and that by the use of sheoustigtsina I iis 
give the record of a case which occurred ip September of 
last year. Ou September 18th, 1894, at 4 p.m., I admin- 
istered 2 grs. each of pilocarpiue ana physostigmine sub- 
cutaneously to a four year-old cart gelding suffer- 
ing from impaction of the bowels, with much tympany 
aud severe pain. He had been standing in for a slight 
lameness, and had beeu over fed upon coarsely chopped 


is most marked, the peristaltic movement being normally | wheat straw and bean meal. When | saw him there had 


restored and pain relieved. In impaction of the colon 
with distension and inertion of the walls, it is likewise | 
efficacious iu bringing into action the longitudinal and 
transverse fibres and mechanically forcing the contents | 
towards the rectam. The effect of pilocarpine is to 
stimulate glandular secretion, notably iv the salivary 
glands. It is thought to exercise a similar effect upon 
the pancreas, and thereby cause an out pouring of 
secretion from the glands into the intestines, so aiding | 
in a mechanical manner the action of the eserine. The | 
dose of physostigmine is given in some of our text-books 
as 1 to 2 grains. I have given the former dose in various | 
ways, but never got any action from it. From 2 to 3 
grains will usually act in from 25 to 45 minutes, in an 
ordinary case. Violent rumblings are at first heard, 
quickly followed by the expulsion of flatulence and feces 
with considerable force. I have given larger doses with 
no untoward results, although violent expulsion of feces — 
and some degree of straining have lasted for some hours. 
If there is reason to believe that the impaction is dry 
and hard, pilocarpive 2 to 3 grains should be used in 
conjunction, as it will materially aid the eserine. 

Before proceeding to use these remedies a thorough 
investigation as to the cause of the attack, and a proper 
examivation of the patieut should be made, otherwise we 
may have cause to regret their use. For instance the 
following are a few amongst a number of conditions in 
which I should not advise their use: gastric impaction, 
acute gastritis, obstruction from calculi, hernia, volvulus, 
intussusception, and in enteritis. In gastric impaction | 
think it unsafe on account of the liability to cause rup- 
ture, the muscular walls are brought into such powerful 
action that if the stomach be full the contents cannot 
pass through the pylorus fast enough, and rupture may 
result, They may also excite vomiting in gastritis and en- 
teritis, and in fact where any inflammatory action is 
supposed to exist, they should not be administered in 
hernia, calculus, volvulus, etc., and in pregnant mares, 
the reason why they should not be used is obvious. Of 
course I am aware that it is frequently difficult to de- 
finitely locate the seat of obstruction, and to determine 
the exact cause, but what I mean to imply is that eserine |. 
aud pilocarpine should not be used where we have reason 
to suspect any of the foregoing conditions. It may, 
however, with safety be used in spasmodic and flatulent 


been no passage of fseces for about seven hours. At 
p-m. (50 minutes after the administration of the — 
tion) there was alot of rumbling immediately followed 
by a large amount of feces and flatulence. During the 
next hour there were two more evacuations larger in bulk 
and much softer than the other ; and between that and 7 
a.m. next morning there weresix evacuations, amounting 
altugether to au incredible quantity, and all traces of 
tympany aud pain had disappeared. The ovly other 
Comes consisted he a few doses of chloral. 

s to the various forms of injection, I have u 
all, but generally adopt the subcutaneous. In = — 
I have had the quickest action from the intravenous 
mode, but I do not think that there is much difference if 
the drug is reliable and the dose sufficient. 


Nux Vomrica. 


The powdered seeds of the strychuos, nux vomi 
be termed a gastric intestinal tonic. ‘of 
gastric impaction and obstinate constipation of the 
bowels, it isa most useful agent in combination with 
aloetic or saline purgatives. In the former condition 
especially when the cuntents of the stomach are of a dry 
nature, from 2 to 3 drms. given with five or six oun 
aloes in ball, has generally a very good result. Given in 
small doses along with vegetable bitters, such as gentian 
or ginger, it is very useful in maintaining a normal 
action of the bowels after the effects of a purgative have 
passed away. It is given in various doses, ranging from 
30 grs. to 2 drms. according to the action required. 

Having in the foregoing pages endeavoured to give the 
Therapeutic action of the various agents named therein 
and to a certain extent given some indication of their 
use, I shall now proceed to point out certain things that 
should guide us in their selection for the treatment of 
these cases. 1t will be seen that their administration 
without due regard to either their nature or action, can- 
not be attended with any but uncertain results. in the 
first place, it is necessary that we should proceed to 
ascertain the actual cause of the attack. For this pur- 
pose we should first carefully examine the anim by 
noting the position, state of the pulse, temperature, res- 
piration, visible mucous membranes, state of the abdo- 
men, surface temperature, and the nature of the excreta 
if any. This is uot, however, suflicient to warrant us in 
arriving at a correct diagnosis, and we should further 
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ascertain something of the history of the case—the de- 
tails of feeding and watering, and whether any recent 
change in either, the number of previous attacks if any, 
the times at which they have occurred, the nature of the 
work, and especially of the last performed. With a 
knowledge of these details we can then draw our own 
couclusions as to whether it is a purely accidental attack, 
or whether there is any predisposition to abdominal 
disease, For instance, if this is one of a series of attacks 
we may suspect Calculus, and so ov. Every attack has 
its predisposing and exciting cause or causes. Among 
the predisposing may be mentioned, [diosyncrasies, 
Diseases of the teeth, Salivary Glands, Linings of the 
Stomach, avd Intestines, whilst the exciting causes may 
be ravenous feeding, imperfect mastication, errors of 
diet, over engorgement with succulent or dry food, over- 
work and exposure to wet or cold, also the presence of 
irritant poisons. In all abdominal diseases, pain, rest- 

lessness, a perverted action of the bowels, are common 
features; but the varying intensity of these phenomena, 
associated with other symptoms, have to guide us in our 
diagnosis. Having formed an opinion as to the cause 
and nature of the illness, we must now proceed to treat. 
ment. and to adopt such measures as are best calculated 
to restore the various orgaus to their normal condition. 
Nothing should be done hurriedly and without considera- 
tion. If an animal isin extreme pain, and has vot pas 

sed feces for some hours, we should not fly to Aloes or 
Physostigmine all at once, but carefully examine the 
patient, and by noting the features presented during 
such examination, a proper treatment will suggest itself. 

No matter what we do, we know that it is impossible 
to be always right in diagnosis and treatment, but bear- 
ing in mind the foregoing rules will materially help us. 
I also think that if more opportunities were taken of 
making post-mortem examinations, many errors which 
we commit would be avoided. 

In conclusion I must acknowledge quotations upon the 
action of medicines from the works of Messrs. Finlay 
Dun and Dr. Mitchel) Bruce, whilst abstracts from the 
reports upon the action of physostigmine and cannabis 
indica, have been taken from the various veterinary 
periodicals, viz. : Veterinary Journal, Veterinarian, and 
The Journal of Comparative Pathology and Therapeutics. 
The principal conclusions, however, have been based 
upon personal obsarvation and facts and for which if 
erroneous I must accept the responsibility. 


Discussion: 
The Prestvent invited discussion on Mr. Green’s 


per. 

Mr. Gipson did not think many would be opposed to 
Mr. Greenu’s argamenots as a whole. He himself had pot 
used much chloral hydrate with horses, but he had used 
it in the cuse uf a cow with milk fever and he had found 
it very serviceable. He was a great believer in turpen- 
pas por — atfectious, he used a great deal of mustard 

Mr. Green here pointed out that he had 
dealing with the medical part of the ntti As 
he that — treatment was necessa 

r. Otver prefaced his remarks by sayi 

had really very little to discuss lar Greet 
dealt with those drugs in a manner which they could not 
criticise. They all appeared to him to be useful drugs 
and so far as he could judge, Mr. Green had placed im 
all in their proper places. With the exception of Indian 
hemp, he had constantly used the bulk of them. There 
was one anodyne which had not been mentioned and 
which was very valuable in cases of gastric irritation and 
that was hydro-cyanic acid. He once tried to kill with it 
and cured instead, and since then he had used it ve 

often. As regarded sulphate of magnesia, he used Bort 
of it every year he lived. They very frequently were in- 


clined to use too large doses of purgatives or aperients 
where smaller ones would act equally well and with less 
drastic results, and in the case of nux vomica small 
doses repeated was-often preferable to very large doses. 
As to physostigmine, at one time he used it extensively, 
and he still used it occasionally believing it to be a very 
valuable drug. He thought small doses were of no use 
whatever and until he took to injecting intravenously, he 
never had any satisfactory results; then, instead of 
having to wait 40 or 50 minates, he got a result in 4 or 5 
minutes. He had always thought that veterinary sur- 
geons failed more in their knowledge of drugs thau any 
other matter. It was one of the things they ought to 
study much more extensively than they did, but uo- 
fortunately after giving a dose they had to leave and 
could not watch the case as they ought. The so-called 
action of many of the drugs given in their pharmacoposia 
did not apply to their patients. The more they studied 
the question, the better for the advancement of the pro- 
fession. 

Mr. Goocn, before attempting to say auything, had to 
thank Mr. Green for once more brivging before them the 
all important subject of gastric and intestinal mischief. 
There, was one thing in which he hardly agreed with the 
esnayist. He understood Mr. Green to say that in con- 
junction with 4 grains of morphia, he gave 2 grains of 
atropia. He.(the speaker) had never tried it in such 
large quantities, aud he should think that an excessive 
dose. His dose was from 4 to 5 grains of morphia and 
two-fifths of a grain of atropia. He had never had any 
good results from the use of aconite and he thought it a 
very dangerous remedy to use on any occasion, because 
they could not say at what strength they had their 
aconite. He was rather old-fashioned with regard to 
turpentine. He believed that in turpentine they had 
one of the best, if not the best therapeutic agent in the 
whole pharmacopeeia in cases of intestinal trouble. He 
rarely ever went to a case without giving turpentine, but 
as a rule, before examining a horse, he gave him a subeu- 
taneous injection of morphia and atropia. He agreed 
with Mr. Olver as to the value of sulphate of magnesia. 

Mr. Otver said he should Jike to ask a question which 
had hitherto escaped his memory. How wss it that 
Scotchmen cunsidered 8 to 10 drachms of aloes a dose 
whereas Englishmen considered 4 drachms a dose. ; 

Mr. BurcHNatt thought their first ooject should be 
to get an action of the bowels, His sheet anchor was 
physostigmine; he had used it ever siuce it came in. It 
was no use ziviug physostigmine after opium and he had 
discarded opinm altogether. If he used anything as a 
sedative, it was chloral hydrate. He wasa great believer 
in turpentine. He never gave a sedative until he had 
given physostigmine. He administered it hypodermically, 
in grain doses only. 

Mr. STANLEY thought stimulants were often as good as 
any of the drugs they gave. As far as colic and in- 
flammatiou of the bowels were concerned, he did not 
think, with the drugs at their command, that they ought 
to luse a single case. His practice was to give a dose of 
physic at once, aud then assist nature by stimulants such 
as mustard and water. He thought the finest drug they 
had was chloral hydrate. It was rather expensive but it 
was the best thing they ever had. 

Mr. Caress had very little to add to the discussion 
He thought it was very necessary to find out the cause 
before administering physic. He believed the teeth 
were very uften the chief cause of stomach trouble. 

Mr. Sutpper having offered a few observations, 

Mr. Crownurst agreed with the remarks of Mr. 
ee as a finding out the cause, as every case ought 
o be trea upon its merits. He w 

r. Epwarps said he had been interested i 
Olver’s question as to what constituted a dose phos 
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and he thought the answer which students gave depended 
very much if they had had private “grinds” with pro- 
fessors, and if so with which professors. Some professors 


would not give more than 4 drachms of aloes, whilst | 


others would give six, eight or ten drachms. A man 
who had been in the habit of giving 4 drachns would 
hardly have sufficient courage to give a larger dose. 

Mr. Burchnall said he had heard given as the reason 
that more aloes was given in Scotland to a dose than in 
England because the Scotch hay was so much coarser, 
and also much drier. 


Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


- On Tuesday last, 2nd inst., a special meeting and a 
quarterly meeting of Council of the Royal College of 
| Veterinary Surgeons were held at Red Lion Square, Mr. 
'W. Hunting presiding. There were present Professors 
| Dewar and Edgar, McCall, McFadyean, Penberthy, Prit- 


Mr. Stanxey thought the fact was due largely to the chard and Williams, General Sir Frederick FitzWygram, 


atmospheric conditions. ; 

Mr. Goocu attached a great deal of impottance to the 
condition of the soil and the water. 

The CHAIRMAN, continuing the discussion, said that, 
personally, he had to thank Mr. Green very much for 
cominy there that afternoon in answer to his request for 
a paper. With the regard to the value of the different 
agents for treating intestinal diseases, he quite agreed | 
with those gentlemen who gave a dose of physic to begin 
with, He thought it saved a great deal of valuable time | 
He never thought of giving as little as four drams. of 
aloes, unless toa pony. He believed turpentine to hea 
very valuable agent. There was one property of turpen- | 
tine which had not been alluded to during the discussion, 
but which was an important one and should not be. 
omitted. It was a very valuable antiseptic. With regard 
to sulphate of magnesia, the longer he lived the higher 
opinion he had of it; it was one of the most valuable 
medicines they had. Nux vomica was an agent he had 
a great liking for. Physostigmine he did not use as greatly 
as some practitioners appeared to do, because when he had | 
used it, he had a large proportion of ruptures, which he > 
had been bound to attribute to the use of that drug. 

Mr. Green then briefly replied upon the discussion. 
He said the opinions expressed were just what he wanted. 
Mr. Olver was rather surprised he had not included 
hydro-cyanic acid in his list, but he used it as an 
ingredient in chlorodyne which he made himself. He. 
agreed with those who attributed the largeness of the 
Scotch dose of aloes to the coarseness of the forage. He 
thought they might be « little too venturesome in giving 
turpentine in every case. As to the antiseptic properties 


Messrs. Ahson, Barrett, Beddard, Bower, J. A. W. Dol- 
lar, Elphick, Faulkner, Frazer, Kidd, Locke, Lawson, 
Masoo, Mulvey, Peele, Trigger, Wragg, and Mr. Hill, 
secretary. 

The Secretary read the notice convening the meet- 
ing, and stated that he had received a letter from Mr. 
Lambert, of Dublin, regretting his inability to attend. 


ELECTION OF PRESIDENT AND VICE: PRESIDENTS. 


The Presipent (Mr. Hunting): Our first business is 
the election of a President, and as this year it is, I 
believe, to be unanimous, I shall take advantage of my 
position here to propose the name of Mr. James 
Simpson. 

Professor WiLL1AMs: I have great pleasure in second- 
ing the motion. 

Prof. McCaui : I have great pleasure in supporting 
the nomination of Mr. Simpson. I think we are all 
unanimoasly of opinion that he should be elected as our 
President. 

Carried by acclamation. 

Mr. W. Huntine@ then vacated the Presidential chair 
which was taken by Mr. James Simpson. 

The Preswwent (Mr. James Simpson) in acknowledging 
his election said: Gentlemen, my first duty on taking 
this chair is a very pleasant one, viz.,to thank you very 
heartily for the great hovour which you have bestowed 
upov me. Jt is an honour which | value to-day, and I 
am sure I shall value it nove the less towards the end of 
my life. My predecessors have invariably been good 
business men and many have been eminent in our pro- 
fession. I, however, can make no claim to be eminent, 


of turpentine, it was an oversight on his part in not , bt only claim to be the possessor of ordinary business 
having alluded to them. ability. Your choice, therefore, to-day leads me to 
believe that you have recognised long service. I have 
had tke honour of sitting at this Board for more than 
The Hon. Sec. (Mr. H. J. Dawes) moved a vote of | ten years, and I can only hope, from the fact of your having 
thanks to the President for his inaugural address, and | elected me to-day, that I have, at any rate, brought 
asked him to allow it to be printed in full. common sense to bear in the exercise of the duties which 
Mr. Otver seconded the resolution in complimentary every member of the Council is supposed to have. There 
terms and it was carried. _is nothing on the professional horizon which looks likel 
The PREsIpENT, in responding, thanked them very to interfere with the smooth working of the Council 
much for the honour they had done iv showing so much during this year, and | think the ane number of 
appreciation of his efforts. He proceeded to propoze a changes which have taken place within the last year 
vote of thanks to Mr. Green for his interesting and in- | leads us to think that, for the time at least, we may rest 
structive paper. on our oars. I think we may fairly do so and see how 
This was seconded by Mr. Crowhurst, and carried the changes which have been brought about within the 
unanimously, and Mr. Green -having suitably responded, | last few years work. I ask you to accept my renewed 
the proceedings terminated. thanks, and my assurance that during the year it will be 
my endeavour to conduct the business in a way that will 
be as convenient to you as I hope it will be beneficial to 
Council. 
r. Wrace :—I have t pleasure in moving a vote 
Australian Live Stock. thanks to our late Mr. W. for the 
The export of live stock from Sydney to England has Vety ble manuer in which he has conducted the pro- 
proved profitable, and the shinencials pom feat increas- °eedings durings his year of office. He has occupied that 
ing. A “record” shipment of 560 cattle, 400 sheep, and P08ition with great honour to himself and with very 
40 horses, intended to test the possibility uf exporting | 8teat advautage to the veterinary profession. 
live stock on a large scale, will be made by the steamer. Mr. Triacer: I have great pleasure in seconding the 
Southern Cross, which leaves on July 4th, going round Vote of thanks so ably proposed by Mr. Wragg, and I feel 
Cape Horn and coaling at Montevideo. that I have some little claim in so doing, having had the 
: | pleasure of knowing Mr. Hunting, I think, longer than 


H. J. Dawszs, Hon. Sec. 
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anyone else in this room—certainly nearer 30 than 25 
years, I have also watched his career in the chair with 
great pleasure, and I am glad to say that I can thoroughly 
indorse the remarks he so admirably made at the Annual 
Meeting. I do hope that instead of going in for other 
measures we shall now settle down to making ourselves 
thorough masters of the work here before us. I have 

eat pleasure in seconding the vote of thanks to Mr. 
Tacsine for the able manner in which he has filled the 
post of president during the past year. 

The motion was carried by acclamation. 

Mr. Huntino: Mr. President and gentlemen, I thank 
you very much for the kind way in which you have passed 
this vote of thanks to me, and I can assure you it 1s 
really more than I expected. : 

The Prestpent stated that the next business was to 
elect six vice-presidents. 

On a ballot being taken the following gentlemen were 
declared to be elected : Messrs. Hunting, Trigger, Wragg, 
Mason, Prof. Penberthy, and Prof. Edgar. 


ELEecTION OF SECRETARY. 


On the motion of Prof. Williams, seconded by Prof. 
Penberthy, Mr. A W. Hill was unanimously re-elected 
secretary and Registrar for the ensuing year. 

Prof. W. O. Williatss was elected as the Member of 
Council jfrom those successful at the recent election to 
fill the place of Prof. Thomas Walley, deceased. 


QuaRTERLY MEeETING. 


Mr, Janes Simpson, president in the chair. 

On the motion of Mr. Frazer, seconded by Mr. Hartley, 
the minutes of the last meeting of Council were taken 
as read and confirmed. 

CoRRESPONDENCE. 


The Secretary read the following letter from the | Secretary to the Board of Agriculture. 


Board of Agriculture :— 
“ Board of Agriculture, 


make every veterinary surgeon an inspector under the 
Contagious Diseases (Animals) Act ; that every inspector 
be required to notify the outbreak of all contagious 
disease, and that he be paid an adequate fee for such 
notification. 

Mr. Bower seconded the proposal. 

Mr. Huntine :—1 forgot that I should not be in the 
chair when this matter came before the Council, and I 
wrote a draft reply to the Board of Agriculture but did 
not send it. Personally, I think it would be the correct 
thing to follow the suit of the medical profession, on 
whom it has been made compulsory to notify all conta- 
gious diseases they see. I move, therefore, that we send 
a letter to the Board to that effect. 

The PresipENT pointed out that the notification of 
disease hy medical men was not compulsory except in 
those districts where the Act was adopted. 

Prof. McFapygaNn seconded Mr. Hunting’s proposition. 

Mr. Mutvey :—The subject of the letter that has been 
‘read from the Board of Agriculture is of so serious a 
character, as affecting veterinary surgeons, that I think 
it should not be put on one side at once, and I accord- 
ingly move that it be referred to a committee for 
consideration. 

Mr. Harriey seconded this amendment. 

Prof, Wr1.14Ms asked leave to withdraw his proposition 

Prof. Dewar :—I think that we should not take re- 
sponsibility for the whole profession on this matter with- 
out giving it due consideration. I think it is apt to lead 
to friction between practitioners and clieuts, especially 
looking at the relation in which Glanders is dealt with 
at the present time. I think the matter should receixg 
every consideration before any proposition is resolved 
| upon, and I beg to support Mr. Mulvey’s amendment. 

Mr. Huntine: In leu of my proposal, 1 will now 
move that the letter which 1 had drafted be sent by our 
With th 
‘permission of the Council I will read it. It is a 
| follows :—“ Sir, I beg to say that I laid your letter before 


4 Whitehall Place, London, 8.W. the Council of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 


18th June, 1895. 
Sir, 


at their meeting on the 2nd inst. In reply, I am directed 
to say that the Council believe that compulsory notifica- 


1 am desired by the Board of Agriculture to inform tion by veterinary surgeons, similar to that required 
ou that on many occasions it has been urged upon the from the medical profession, would assist in the sup- 


ard that it would be a great assistance to local 
authorities iv their efforts to stamp ont contagious | 
diseases of animals if veterinary surgeons were required | 
to notify the existence of any contagious diseases of 
animals which may come under their observation. Quite 
recently the same subject has again been somewhat 
forcibly brought before the notice of the Board in con- 
nection with the working of the Glanders or Farcy Order 
of 1894 it being contended that anless notification of 
glanders is made compulsory upon veterinary surgeons, 
all attempts to stamp out that disease will be seriously 
impeded. In these circumstances 1 am directed by the 
Board to ask that the Council of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons will favour them with their views | 
on the subject, aud will say whether they would see any 
objection to the veterinary profession being placed with 
regard to contagious diseases of animals in a similar 
position to that occupied by the medical profession under 
the Infectious Diseases (Notification) Act, 1889, it being 
understood as in that case, that a small fee would be paid 
for the notification of the disease. The matter is one of 
considerable importance, and the Council will readily 
understand that before expressing any opinion in favour 
of the proposal the Board would wish to satisfy them- 
selves, through the instrumentality of your Council, that 
it would commend itself to the veterinary profession 
generally.—I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
T. H. Exxiorr, Secretary.” 
- WILLIAMS :—I would suggest that the Counci 
express a desire that the Board of Agriculture should 


pression of contagions diseases among animals. They 
see no objection to it, and believe that it would com- 
mend itself to the veterinary profession generally. I am 
also directed to add that the Council hope that the 
willing assistance, always given by the veterinary pro- 
fession to the eradication of disease, may meet with 
more reciprocal return both from the Central and Local 
Authorities than has hitherto been the case. Every 
disease removed from the country necessarily reduces the 
remuuerative employment of veterinary surgeons, and 
the hope of the profession that this loss would be 
balanced by a greater demand for their services as agents 
in preventive medicine has so far not been verified.’’ 

The Presipent: You propose to substitute that for 
your resolution ? 

Mr. Huntine: Yes. . 

Mr. Mulvey’s amendment that the matter be referred 
to one of the standing committees was then put and 
carried ; and it was agreed that the matter be referred to 
the General Purposes Committee when formed. 


FROM Proresson McFapygan. 


The Szcretaky read a letter from Professo - 
yean, dated June 22nd. per 
_ Professor McK 'apygan :—If I may be allowed I should 
like to explain what I refer to in my letter. There are 
some students under the three years’ system who have just 
passed through their secund, or B examination, and some 
of them are so young that they would not be eligible for 
the C examination under the three years’ system next 
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‘mittee, which on the motion of Mr. Lawson, seconded 


' offence within the meaning of section 6 of the Veterinary 


fact that strictly speaking it also forbids pupilage. 


July 6, 1895. 


May ; at least one of these gentlemen, on my suggestion, 
is desirous of transfering himself to the students who are 
under the four years’ system; that is to say he has 

sed his A and B now, and instead of presenting him. 
self for the one examination under C and spending only 
one year more he is desirous of devoting two years 
further to the study of the final subjects, and to go up 
for the two examinations, namely, the C and D examina- 
tions under the four years’ system. It is a course which 
one could hardly have expected, but he is adopting the 
more difficult and costly one, and I did nut anticipate 
the Council would raise any question as to it. I wish 
simply to ask the question publicly in order that I might, 
when this student becomes eligible, feel that I was doing 
bo wrong in certifying him as eligible for the C examina- 
tion under the four years’ system. 

Mr. Mutvey :—I think it is quite competent for a 
student to transfer himself from one course to another, 
and [ will accordingly move, “ That this Council sees no 
objection to students who have entered under the three 
years’ course transferring themselves to the students 
under the four years’ course for the C and D examina- 
tion.” 

Mr. Tr1aGxER seconded the motion which was agreed to. 


PRESENTATIONS THE LIBRARY, 


The SEcrETARY announced the following presenta- 
tions: A copy of his work on glanders by Mr. W. Hunt - 
ing ; the Quarterly Journal of the Veterinary Science in 
lndia ; two bound volumes, 1883 and 1884, and unbound 
copies from 1882 to 1890, by Veterinary-Captain Smith. 

On the motion of Mr. Faulkner, seconded by Mr. 
Mulvey, a vote of thanks was accorded to the donors. 


Frnance CoMMITTEE. 
The Secretary read the report of the Finance Com- 


by Mr. Mason was adopted. 
REGISTRATION COMMITTEE. 


The SEcRETARY read the report of the Registration 
Committee, which with a slight verbal amendment was 
adopted, and the seal of the College was affixed to the 
various prosecutions. 

ExaMINATION COMMITTEE. 


THE Secretary read the report which, on the motion 
of Mr. Hunting, was referred back to the Committee, for 
further consideration. 

The various committees for the year were appointed. 


Motion sy Mr. Hunting—* Coverina.” 


Mr. Huntine: I do not think I need waste any time 
in explaining the motion standing in my name, because 
it was discussed at the last meeting, but will content 
myself with merely moving it, as follows :—“ Any mem- 
ber of the Ruyal College ot Veterinary Surgeons using or 
permitting to be used his title, degree, or description for 
the purpose of helping any non-registered person to prac- 
tice veterinary medicine or surgery, or to sell medicines 
or appliances, shall be deemed to have committed an 


Surgeons Act, 1881.” 

Mr. Kipp seconded the motion. 

Mr, LockE :—Are we to understand from this resolu- 
tion that nu veterinary surgeou can employ a non- 
qualified assistant. 

Mr. Huntine :— Certaiuly not. 

Mr. Locks :--As [| read this resolution no veterinary 
surgeon can employ an unqualified assistant without 
running the danger of committing an offence under 
Section 6. 

Professor McFapyzan :—When this was before the 
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The Presipent :—When I gave notice of the resolution 
standing in my name I had no idea that I should occupy 
the position I do to-day, and it is just a question whether 
I should move it in opposition to Mr. Hunting. I 
thought Mr. Hunting’s motion might perhaps be con- 
strued into a prohibition of employing unqualified assist - 
ants, or as Professor McFadyean has pointed out, takin 
a pupil and allowing him to do anything, I conside ; 
therefore, it was advisable to use the word “ covering,’ 
and then the Council would have the power of putting 
their own interpretation upon what is, and what is not 
“ covering.” 

Mr. FavutkyneEr :—Unfortunately some of us were not 
present at the last meeting and did not hear Mr. 
Hunting’s views with regard to his resolution. { may be 
wrong, but I take very much the same view as Mr. Locke. 
Suppose you have ap unqualified assistant who is accus- 
tomed to dispense for you and sells things, such as colic 
draughts, and receives the money: I take it that he is 
working under the auspices and in the employment of a 
qualified member of the profession, and I should like to 
know, if this motion is carried, whether that mode of 
doing business or practising in the profession would be 
eo The same remarks vould apply to a pupil. 

wish Mr. Hunting had given us his ideas, for no doubt 
they would have helped us in arriving at a conclusion. 

Mr. Huntine : --Before the motion is put perhaps the 
President will allow me to reply, and then I shall be able 
to explain anything. 

Prof. PENBERTHY :—Supposing a man is known to be 
practising veterinary medicine and surgery without a 
qualification, and a member of the College with a qualifi- 
cation comes in and unnerves a horse for him and allows. 
the matter tu go ovor to the unqualified man’s client, as 
though he had unnervad the horse, I should like to ask 
Mr. Hunting if that would bring the qualitied prac- 
titioner under this resolution. 

Prof. McFapyran : I gather from some of the speakers. 
that they object to the terms of this motion because it 
would make the employment of an unqualified assistant 
illegal. I suppose there would be no divergence of 
opiniou if we were discussing the legality of an un- 
qualified person doing a thing and taking pay for it, 
and I do not see that the principle is very different if 
a qualified veterinary surgeon employes him to perform 
an operation and he takes the pay for it. I think what 
we really have to consider is whether we shall adopt this 
motion ur the one standing in the name of our President. 
I object to Mr. Hunting’s motion, because | think it also 
forbids pupilage, which I should imagine we are all 
desirous of retaining. I suggest that he should amend 
the wording so as to declare that pupilage is not illegal. 
Mr. Triacer: Though I am decidly against a resolu- 
tion which would prevent a general practitioner from 
employing an unqualified assistant, still I think this is 
certainly a question which will right itself in a very 
short time. We must remember that there are many 
men who have been occupying positions as unqualitied 
assistants for 20 or 30 years, and if you pass a sweeping 
resolution you would be taking the bread frum the 
mouths of those unfortunate men and throwing them on 
the union. Unqualified assistants are difficult to find 
to-day, except where they are old and. valuable servants, 
and in a few years the engaging of an unqualified 
assistant will be almost an impossibility. I think, 
therefore, tae Council must guard with very great care 
vested interests, no matter where they exist. 

Mr. Barrett: I regard this matter as a very impor- 
tant one, and I submit that a motion of this kind should 
not be carried by the Council, for, practically, if it is 
carried, a veterinary surgeon can neither have an usquali- 
fied assistant nora pupil. 1 take it that this objection 
is not over-ruled by Mr. Simpson’s motion. In my 


Council on a previous occasion I called attention to the 


opinion a veterinary surgeon employing an unqualified 
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omnes does cover him and protect him, by reason of He has been with me for over 20 years, and of course 


i ing in hi thing applies to a | 
‘Both Mr. Mr. know of others who are in the same position, and I sup- 


motions are very serious ones, and in my opinion they | pose that if this metion is passed it means my getting 


t he interfered with by this Council. In the! rid of him. 
being veterinary surgeons Mr. Huntinc: Why did you not register him in 


‘im the country would have to discharge men who have, 1881 ? 


: : for that. 
b in their employment for several years. Mr. Bower: I know [ am to blame ; 
unqualified are deserving | Mr. : It is not part of your duty to register 
i i ay be that it is from some mis- | your assistant. ; ; 
unable to qualify, and now| Mr. Hunrtrna, in reply, said, I should like to point out 
aaa us to rs them upon the world irrespective of | that apparently there is a misunderstanding about this 
their past services and of the kuowledge they have gained. | altogether. By the Act of 1881 the eat onaoas ee has 
It may also affect their wives and families which would | given us power to prevent unqualified practitioners from 
be very hard. I think a resolution of this kind ought | practising, but there are ways of evading that act, one 
not to be passed, but even if it is passed by the Council | being by a qualified veterinary surgeon covering an an- 
it will never be carried out in the country. In order to | registered man. Now there can be no worse offence 
meet the difficulty | would suggest the addition of these | than for a man in a profession to assist another to drive 
words at the end of Mr. Hunting’s motion: “Except | a hole through the Act of Parliament which protects 
such non-registered person be in the service or pupilage | them. The solicitor found that there was a difficulty in 
of a member of the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- | protecting the profession according to the law, and he 
geons.” If that were inserted you would protect the | drew this definition of covering. It is all very well to 
unqualified assistant and enable him to go on as before, | say that a man must not be guilty of covering, but the 
and the same thing would apply toa pupil. If I am in | first time an action is brought against a man for covering 
order I will move that as an amendment. he would say, “ What do you mean by it,” and then 
Mr. Fraser :—I will second that. there might be the pleasure of having a discussion, per- 
Professor Evear : —[ should like to point out that the | haps for a day or two, to make out what “covering” is 
law protects those gentlemen who are supposed to have | and what it is not. The solicitor went carefully thou 
had a vested interest for so mauy years, and no resolution the Bye-laws of the Royal College of Surgeons, and the 
that we can pass can over ride it. Mr. Hunting definitely Royal College of Physicians to see what they had done, 
and advisedly says “ Any non-registered person.” A man | but those Acts not being alike he could not take the 
who has been acting as assistant to a veterinary surgeon | wording of the Regulations, and, therefore, he drew this 
for 20 years must, of necessity, be a registered prac- as being the best legal definition that he could give of 
titioner. If heis not a registered practitioner veterinary , “covering,” so as to enable us to protect ourselves from 
surgeons have to own themselves guilty of forcing upon its evil effects. Now what has been said against it? 
the public, men who attend their stock and animals, Mr. Barrett tried to raise our sympathies by referring to 
individuals whom this Council, through its examining | the wives and families of men who had for 20 years been 
body, say are unfit to be entrusted with the care of | doing what they ought not to do, in other words, he 
avimals, We should be perpetrating a fraud upon the would have us consider not an Act, our privileges, or 
public. By bringing this motion forward Mr. Hunting | public rights, but the wives and families of men who 
will be protecting the public and doing them a great have beeu permitted to break the Act for 20 years. If 
service. It is not our duty to protect unqualified men they had only taken advantage of the Act of 1881 and 
or to force them upon the public as men fit to do work been registered at the proper time we should have said 
which only those who pass examivations should do. nothing. That Act protects all these men. 


does not profess to be more than only an assistant. I 


Prof. Dewar : respectfully submit to Mr. Faulkner | 


and Professor Peuberthy that it does not matter one bit 


what explanation Mr. Hunting gives of his motion, as it | 


Mr. Baxrert: [ rise to a point of order. It is a 
matter of opinion whether a man does break the law. 
Mr. Huntine: That is not a point of order, itis an 


will stand on its own merit. I submit that the motion interruption. Professor Penberthy asked me also whether 
which stands in our President’s ame would leave the | I could say that it was an act of covering for a veterinary 
Council a certain liberty, as it were, to interpret the word | surgeon to perform an operation for a man who was not 
“covering.” | do not think, however, that it will, registered. If he did it to help that man to get money, 
— be interpreted as Mr. Barrett interpreted it. | certainly he ought not to do it. It is an act of covering, 
g to move, as an amendment the motion standing in | and he ought to be punished. [E, however, he did it for 
Mr. Simpson’s name, which is as follows :—* Any mem- | a man who had been in the habit. of employing an un- 
ber of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons using or | qualified man and was paid by the owner of the animal, 

permitting to be used his title, degree, or description for | 1 cannot say that there would be any harm in cuttin 

the purpose of covering shall be deemed to have com- | out the unqualified man. Then it is said that this woul 
mitted an offence within the meaning of Section 6 of the | interfere with meu having pupils, and that it would 
Veteriuary Surgeon’s Act, 1881.” . interfere with “improvers.”’ Doubtless it is only natural 
Mr. Anson seconded the amendment. that school teachers and members of schools should 
Prof. PritcHarp :—I am of opinion that none of these | object to our doing that. But we want to do 
motions or amendments are necessary at all. nothing of the surt. {t never entered into the Solicitor’s 
Mr. Lawson :—That too, is my opinion, head, or mine, or anybody else’s head counected with 
The Presipent :—I should like to poiut out that our| this matter that it would do so. The mere fact of a 
Solicitor is desirous of having something passed which | definition does not alter the Act or the law. The law 
will give him the opportunity of advising us to prosecute | now is as you find it. We are ouly trying to make the 
ae or “ covering.” y 4 thing practical so that we can get at aman, and that he 
fir. HUNTING :—It is not my motionfreally—it is the | shall not be able to say, “ You have not defined it, and 
Solicitor’s motion. ; you do not know what you are aiming at.” If you like 

Mr. Bower :—I, for one, feel ie vi 

Se —_ eel quite guilty upon this | to take a very academic view of this resolution, and if 
matter, ng one o those who have a non-registered | the Council were all fools some day, it is possible that 
ee im my service as assistaut. He is a very good | that Council might punish a man for having a pupil; 
for one session, but un- | but I cannot believe in such contingencies. J not 
tely not the chance of goiue there again. | believe that the intelligence of this Council will ever 
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stoop to that. Really therefore as far as I can see the 
Solicitor has drawn this resolution carefully and well. 
He tramples upon nobody’s toes, and it further protects 
us according to the 1881 Act. Comparing it with the 
resolution which stands in Mr. Simpson’s name which 
has been proposed as an amendment by Prof. Dewar, I 
may point out that we all think covering is illegal. We 
would all vote at once to punish a man for covering, but 
we do not know what covering is. The Solicitor there- 
fore has considered it necessary that we should say 
what covering is. This resolution attempts to do what 
Mr. Simpson’s motion does not—it attempts to define 
what is “covering,’ aud I say that that attempt 
does nobody any harm; on the contrary it is calculated 
to clear away the difficulty, and do us all good. Then 
there was another brilliant idea of Mr. Barrett’s. He 
wished to insert some such words as these—*“ Unless he 
be in the service of a veterinary surgeon.”” Naturally he 
would always be in the service of a veterinary surgeon, 
aud you supply him with the very argument, ani make 
an excuse for him at once. 

The PresipENtT: We have before us Mr. Hunting’s 
motion, which has been seconded by Mr. Kidd. Then 
there is au amendment proposed by Mr. Barrett, and 
seconded by Mr Fraser, proposing to add these words to 
Mr. Hunting’s resolution—“ Except such non-registered 

rson be in the service or pupilage of a member of the 

yal College of Veterinary Surgeons.” There is also 
an additional amendment proposed by Professor Dewar 
and seconded by Mr. Simpson, in whichthe adopts my 
motion as follows: —“ Any Member of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons using. or permitting to be used 
his title, degree, or description for the purpose of cover- 


ing shall be deemed to have committed an offence within | 


the meaning of section 6 of the Veterinary Surgeons 
Act, 1881.” I will put Mr. Barrett’s amendment 
first. 

Mr. BarRketr’s amendment was then put and lost ; as 
was also Professor Dewar’s amendment, nine voting for 
and 14 against. 

’ The Presipent: As these amendments are lost you are 
as you were. I! will now call upon Mr. Hunting to move 
the next resolution. 

Mr. Huntine:—The motion standing in my name is 
as follows :—“ That the Council take into consideration 
the subject of a grant to The Worshipful Company of 
Farriers.’’ Some three or four years ago this Council de- 
cided to stand in with two other bodies—The Worshipful 
Company of Farriers and the Royal Agricultural Society 
of England—to carry out a scheme of Registration. Those 
three bodies have worked together, and are vow carrying 
out that scheme. After a little difficulty and some 
hitches—some people might use stronger words about it 
—we have got that scheme into a fair working arrange- 
ment, and it is going on doing good work. Funds, how- 
ever, are short. We, out of the three bodies, are the only 
one that has not subscribed. Now, it strikes me that 
this Council, and this profession, would not like to be in 
that invidious position much longer. I take it that you 
do not want this Council to do anything mean: and, 
even if you did think the Registration scheme was a bad 
one, you would contribute your mite, and then say you 
would have nothing more to do with the matter. But if 
you consider the scheme 1s a good one, and being properly 
carried vut, I ask you to subscribe, and, by way of seeing 
what you will give, | suggest £50. 

Mr. Wraae seconded the motion. 

Mr. BagRett asked what amount the other bodies had 
subscribed. 

Mr. Huntine stated that the Royal Agricultural 
Society had subscribed 150 guineas; the Worshipful 
Company of Farriers, 250 guineas ; and various private 
individuals sums ranging from £50 to £100. 


being asked to make such a grant, and thought that they 
College if Mr. Hunting’s motion were adopted. 
dent to be carried, 8 voting for aud 6 against. 


name, “ That the name of Mr. Pettifer be restored to the 
Register, he having complied with the requirements of 
the Council.” 

Mr. Huntina seconded the motion. 

Mr. TRIGGER moved, as an amendment, that in view 
of the fact that certain indiscretions on the part of Mr. 
Pettifer had taken place the question of the restoration 
of his name to the Register be delayed until the October 
Meeting, to give Mr. Pettifer time to destroy all papers, 
so that no further mishaps might occur. 

Professor McCaLu seconded the amendment, which, 
after some discussion, was lost, and the original motion 
was carried, 7 voting for and 5 against. 

List. 

The Secretary read the obituary list, and on the 
motion of Mr. Mulvey, seconded by Mr. Wragg, it was 
resolved that a letter of condolence be sent to the family 
of the late Mr. Peter Taylor, who had for many years 
been a Member of Council. 

On the motion of Professor Penberthy, seconded by 
Mr. Faulkner, a vote of thanks was passed to the Presi- 
dent for his conduct in the chair. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


SUTURE OF THE HEART. 


Del Vecchio (Lif. Med., April 4th, 5th, 1895), as 
the results of experiments on dogs, concludes that 
suture of the beart in cases of wound is possible. At 
the recent Congress in Rome (1894) he showed a 
dog whose left ventricle had been wounded in two 
places (one penetrating into the ventricular cavity) 
forty days previously. The author had sutured the 
two wounds with catgut and silk, and the dog ap- 
peared at the time of exhibition to be in perfect 
health ; it was killed on the forty-second day after 
suture. The apex of the heart was found firmly 
adherent to the thoracic parietes. Both wounds 
were firmly healed, and in one the scar could be seen 
on the endocardium, proving the penetration. An 
interrupted suture was found to answer better than a 
double continuous suture, as necrosis generally fol- 
lowed the use of the latter. Dogs present a special 
difficulty in these experiments, inasmuch as one has 
to open the pleural cavity to reach the heart. In 
cases of wound of the human heart Del Vecchio pro- 
poses the following operative procedure. Two longi- 
tudinal incisions to be made from the lower border 
of the third rib to the upper border of the seventh, 
the one along the lower margin of the sternum, the 
other 5 to 10mm. inside the nipple line ; these incis- 
ions to be joined by a horizontal one made in the 
fourth intercostal space. The fourth, fifth, and sixth 
ribs and cartilages to be divided, and the outer 
cutaneous flaps turned up. The pleura to be separa- 
_ted and pushed on one side with the finger, exposing 


- Professor EpGar expressed his surprise at the Council | the pericardium, which is incised longitudinally. The 


would be voting away prematurely the funds of the 
On the motion being put it was declared by the Presi- 


' The Presipent moved the following resolution in his. 
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Vet.-Lieut. W. E. Russell has been placed under orders 
for service in Egypt, and will probably embark in the 
middle of July. E 


wound is then united by interrupted sutures. Death 
in cases of wound of the heart seems to be chiefly 
due to pressure from the blood effused into the peri- 
cardial sac. Since this pressure is also a cheque to | 
further hemorrhage, it is a nice question whether CORRESPONDENCE. 


operative interference may not do more harm than 
good as far as the hemorrhage is concerned. Para- “MISFITS.” 


centesis may however be practised, to be followed, if | Dear Siz 

necessary, by free incision of the pericardium. A In your last issue the letter by “Observer” was a 
short biblicgraphy of the subject is appended. | good one. But how often —oh how often—as the song 
Fischer collected 376 cases of heart wound with a | says—have we been told that the practical experience 


mortality (two to three minutes after injury) of 20 | gained at the veterinary schools, is useless or almost so, 
for the future career of a student. Surely it requires 


r cent. Death has been noted in periods varying littl 
rom a few seconds to nine months after the injury.— | te show 
British Medical J 1 country veterinary surgeon’s to acquire really good and 

useful knowledge as toroutine. In a very few words, let 
== SSS SSS SS me give you typical instances. Both gentlemen have 
Personal. gone grand secret, so that they cannot be 

urt by this reference. 

Mr. Fraser’s EstaBLisHMENT.—Among the many Mr. Misit—_we will call him—was a schoolmaster till 
new erections in St Albans, says a local paper, is the | he reached the age of twenty-four. For some reason, best 
residence yee J. k.¢.v.8. | known to himself, he went to a veterinary school, passed 
a very peat double fronte -brick residence has been | with high honours, and almost immediately afterwards 4 

Road. nhabi: | so a i 
tants of St. Aloans had keenly felt the want of a well 
appointed establishment, where the ailments of their | I will not weary you with details. He could not ride, 3 
equine and canine pets could be satisfactorily attended | he was not able to drive, and had not nerve enough to 4 
to. With a view to meeting this need Mr. J. Fraser has | put on a set of hobbles. He stood upon a very di sified 
a sree a at the side and rear of the | platform—was quite the professional man, his ates Was w 
8 — side of which special pro- | and failed to deliver “the calf, which 
vision has been made for the treatment of h the | farri i i i 
stabling being built on the most modern | Ghats aa 
vished with all the latest improvements in the matter of | are not uncommon, Now for my late friend Mr. Horsey : 
sanitary arrangements, ventil tion, ete. he shall be termed. His father was a large farmer, aod 
|@ sportsman and hunting man. Mr. H. at the age of 16 
left school, and became a pupil of a country practitioner, 
0 50 miles in a day. He was a thurough lover of horses 

The following are the latest arrangements made by ne “% yA exer effeminate. Never felt more at 
R. Poyser, 1.V.0.0.R.F. His going country ’ or with a sick 
af the fcr nd of the Ary Veterinary | he 

Nowshera. G. V. H. Vete went for a few mouths t the ome 
Salutries, ary ; 7 on the continent and 
on a go opera it 
F.V.H. Lieutenant’ and 2 and a large British heart. "May 
Durgai twice weekly ; Malakand, applies to Khar F.V.H ; like him. At college he was not continually raising his 
3 special charge of cattle in knowledge, in after life as a prac- 
ae, Freeman, 1 Salutri, not toady to his clients, by this or any 
ra 2 Salutries ; Serai, F.V.H. Lieut. ing snobbery. Not that Mr. Horsey was 
Salutrie, applies ‘to Serai ¥.V.H. 4 individual, much len the Bat 
Captain Raymond, 3 Salutries, visits Kumbat rr, surely we must admit that some of th So ite a 
mains there every Wednesday; Kumbat, Ca Ray. practical. Whether the term at coll 
mond, 2 Salutries ; Bandai, Lieutenant Knight 2s not, let us have youn ta aS 
tries, remains 4 days at Bandai and 4 at Dir Dir work with their hands. "Let th k 
Knight, 3 Salutries ; Gujar, 1 Salutri applies te get their diploma that they 
Ziariat, applies to Ashreth ; Ashreth near side. y health is 
2 with part of 3rd Brigade on to Ohitral, long before I follow my he is 
> 

Veterinary-Major Rayment, Veterinary | ._ | men begin wn ne of my work as a ‘V.S. Let young 
of communication from Nowshera to Chukdurra number of 
Veterinary. Lieutenant-Colonel Ponies Misrits.__ 

-V.0., proceeded from Dir to Ashreth and Ch; Commonicati essrs. 
iro itral ons, Books anp Papers 
on inspection duty.—Civil and Military Gazette W. B Nelder, H. Gray, W. Scott, Journal op Coate. Med. and 


Lahore 
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a Archives (Philadelphia, June), The Cornishman, The 
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